
Item #5
Bill 14 (2016), coi

From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Monday, May09, 2016 1155AM

Subject: Budget Speaker Registration/Testimony

/Testimony
All fields marked “(*)“ are required and must be completed in order for this form to be valid.
NulL: Registrations are not accepted prior to the agendas being posted.

Nanic(~) Tevita 0. Kaili

Phofle (*) 808-295-2930

ltniail (*) tevita.kaili@byuh.edu

Meeting I)ate (*) 2016-05-10
C,

C )lItiCIl/l1l Budget
( OlUhilitiLt ( ) ~

~c.~1~~ —,

\genda Iteni (*) 5
‘.0

Your position on ‘0Support ~
the matter (*) —. itt

.r. ~

Representing ç~) Self

()rganiiation

Do you wish to

speak at the No
hearing? (9

Aloha Chair and Committee Members, My name is Tevita 0. Kaili. I am an associate
professor of anthropology at BYU Hawai’i and a Kahuku resident. Each semester, I
take my students twice to learn and malama Maunawila Heiau. I strongly support the
Grants in Aid Commission’s recommendation for ifinding for Hawaiian Islands Land
Trust (HILT). Funding in the requested amount will allow HILT to implement the
community’s vision for Maunawila Heiau as a place for ‘ama-based education,

W T cultural practice, community stewardship, and strengthening the relationshipsritten estimony between people to the land and to one another. Since HILT purchased the Maunawila

Heiau property in 2014, many students and O’ahu residents have come to malama
this sacred wahi pana, leveraging thousands of volunteer hours. The site is becoming
a model for community-led stewardship of our ‘ama. Currently, however, the
property is being accessed through a neighboring property and lacks a safe access
from the road. Funding through the City’s Grants in Aid Fund will allow HILT to
make the property safely accessible for school children, kupuna, and others in our
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community who wish to learn from and care for this special place and perpetuate
cultural traditions. Mahalo for this opportunity to submit testimony. MAlama pono,
Tevita 0. Kaili
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